APPENDIX
DIRECTIONS FOR PASSING OVER THE
LITTLE DESERT FROM BUSSERAH, BY
THE WAY OF BAGDAD, MOUSUL, ORFA
AND ALEPPO
THE expences on the road in Turkey are nowhere so
much in the choice of the traveller in this country.
However, there are some things which Europeans are
obliged to provide when they pass from one large town to
another; for even- one must carry their kitchen utensils, and
they will find a tent highly necessary. These may be readily
met with at Busserah. However, the tent will not be wanted
till you come to Mousul, unless you take horse at Ismarck;
for there is a passage from Busserah to Mousul up the Tigris
by water. As to dress, a turban and an outside coat will be
sufficient, for it will be proper to conform a little to the custom
of the country, since an hat will in some degree expose you to
the insults of children in the towns which you pass through.
But with regard to grown persons your being known will the
rather command the greater respect, especially as you will
have passes from the Bashaws, which are easily obtained by
Europeans. Their regard for you will be still greater if you
have a servant who can speak the Turkish, Arabick, or Persian
languages. But then it will not be proper to let the people of
the country know that you are Indian Christians, because this
may give some trouble, and expose you to the hazard of losing
your servant if a slave.
You will generally find servants at Busserah who speak the
country Portuguese or lingua franca of the Mediterranean;
but at Bagdad there are few or none who understand any
European language. On the road you never stop to bait in less
than six hours, and sometimes not in twelve. They generalljj]
set out on their journey very early every morning, and seldom
travel longer than three in the afternoon.
The proper season for undertaking this journey from